
Reading Comprehension 
Martin Luther King, Jr. ES – Grade 1 

 
• Discuss the story’s plot. What happened at the beginning? In the middle (climax)? At the end 

(resolution)?  
 

• Was there a problem (conflict) that needed to be resolved? Describe the problem. Explain how 
you would have solved the problem. 

 

• Describe the characters. Do they remind you of any people you know in real life? How? List a 
character’s positive and negative characteristics. Which character did you most relate to and 
why? Think of a superhero, television character, or famous person who reminds you of each 
character and explain how/why. 

 

• Describe the setting. Why do you think the author chose that setting? How would the story be 
different in a different location? 

 

• Find a passage without dialogue. What is the author’s purpose for including this passage? Find 
a passage with dialogue. What is the author’s purpose for including this passage? What do we 
learn from dialogue? Why is it important for most stories to include a mix of dialogue with 
narrative? 

 

• What is the main idea of the story (lesson learned, or idea shared)? 
 

• What vocabulary words were unfamiliar to you? Explain how you used context clues to help 
you understand the word’s meaning. If you need to, use an on-line dictionary to look up the 
meanings of the words. What synonyms (words with same or similar) meanings could be used 
in their place? 

 

• What was your favorite part of the story and why? What was your least favorite part of the 
story and why? 

 

• Describe how characters interact with one another. Why/how are their interactions important to 
the plot of the story? 

 

• Is this story written in first person, second person (rare), or third person narrative? Why do you 
think the author chose that narrative for the story? How would the story be different if the 
author wrote from a different narrative?  

 

• From whose point of view is the story told? How would the story be different if told from 
another point of view? 

 

• What is the genre (type of story) of the book? Describe the book features that helped you 
determine the genre. 

 

• Were you surprised by the ending? If yes, explain how you thought the story would end. If no, 
explain what clues in the story helped you predict the ending. 

 



For fun, rewrite the story with you as the main character and your friends/family as secondary 

characters. This is called an innovation. What parts of the story will you change? What will stay the 

same? 


